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well as the least, were founded in ages of aristocracy,
and they more or less represented or defended the
principles of inequality and of privilege. To make the
novel wants and interests, which the growing prin-
ciple of equality introduced, preponderate in govern-
ment, our contemporaries had to overturn or to coerce
the established powers. This led them to make revolu-
tions, and breathed into many of them, that fierce
love of disturbance and independence which all
revolutions, whatever be their object, always en-
gender. I do not believe that there is a single country
in Europe in which the progress of equality has not
been preceded or followed by some violent changes in
the state of property and persons ; and almost all these
changes have been attended with much anarchy and
licence, because they have been made by the least
civilized portion of the nation against that which, is
most civilized. Hence proceeded the twofold con-
trary tendencies which I have just pointed out. As
long as the democratic revolution was glowing with
heat, the men who were bent upon the destruction
of old aristocratic powers hostile to that revolution
displayed a strong spirit of independence ; but as the
victory or the principle of equality became more
complete, they gradually surrendered themselves to
the propensities natural to that condition of equality,
and they strengthened and centralized their govern-
ments. They had sought to be free in order to make
themselves equal; but in proportion as equality was
more established by the aid of freedom, freedom itself
was thereby rendered of more difficult attainment.
These two states of a nation have sometimes been
contemporaneous: the last generation in France
showed how a people might organize a stupendous
tyranny in the community, at the very time when they
were baffling the authority of the nobility and braving